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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   John Schmidt , Co-Chair

740-835-6491                                  (614) 272-5909               
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                        medicinewoodsohio@gmail.com                  

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, Secretary
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645

jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                               740-851-9127

                 740-634-2470                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net
p  jhunny@bright.net                                                                

OCTOBER 12, 2017
  
 Following an excellent shared meal, Chair Dana Harsh welcomed everyone to the meeting.  We were happy to 

see that he was still standing, in that it had been mere days since his daughter Hanna was married - at his farm! -

and his engagement at  Zassy's Fall Vendor Market, for which he felt a bit under-prepared, was looming. 

("LINKS" on the OhioSOFA.org website lets you navigate to Dana's facebook page to see pictures of his display 

at Zassy's - impressive!)  Oh, and Dana was the presenter for the evening's program as well. No moss growing on

him...

   Under old business, we reviewed the contest rules and deadline for the Photo Contest to be held in 

conjunction with the November open mic night. The Annual Meeting and year end celebration will be held at 

Lake White Club on December 14th. Dana and secretary Betsy Pierson had taken a tour of Chillicothe's 

Millennial Grove with Whitey Coats.  Fascinating!  If you are in Chillicothe and get a chance, check it out. 

   New business included a question to the group from a woman whose property abuts one from which dead 

trees are overhanging and falling into her yard. Folks agreed that she should contact the entity (adjoining 

property is in a trust) to whom real estate tax bills are sent to talk about remedying the situation. Our treasury 

is solvent. Folks enjoyed the day in the park last month.

   Dana went on to talk about his interest in and experience with Signal or Marker Trees.  He had pictures of 

such trees from several members' properties, which makes you realize how common these must have been at one

time. He showed pictures of various trees and talked about normal and monkeyed-with tree growth and his 

experiment with creating a Signal Tree replica. Next he showed a video "Mountain Stewards present Mystery of 

the Trees" that chronicled the discovery and subsequent mapping of many of these trees along traditional 

American Indian routes. Such trees were used to indicate significant environmental factors, path direction, and 

to serve spiritual (ceremonial and prayer) purposes. Two lines that impressed me from the video were: "If you 

don't care for your environment, you lose it." and in a fire, "warming embers are the last blessing of the tree." 

The information presented was quite interesting, and I was left with the additional mystery of why, since these 

were being created during recorded history in this country, nobody studied them and wrote about them when 

they were being created.  Respectfully submitted:  Betsy Pierson



S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs,

Jackson
740-589-9915

Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Athens
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR Forester
Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Tentative 2018 SOFA  schedule

January..............................no meeting
February 8th.......................Beekeeping
March 8th...........................Forest Health
April 14th (Saturday).........Farm Tour (TBA)
May 10th............................Field Trip (Evening TBA)
June 14th............................Marketing Your Timber
July 21st (Saturday)...........King Family Farm Tour
August 9th..........................Annual Planning Meeting
September 13th...................Cast Iron Cookery (Evening at Tim's)
October 11th.......................Forestry to Family Room
November 8th.....................Open Mic & Photo Contest
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BURN BAN 
 The statewide fall burn ban is in effect from October 1 - November 30. 
OPEN BURNING IS NOT PERMITTED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6AM - 6PM.
This is largely due to dry, breezy and low relative humidity conditions, as well as 
vegetation dying off. If a fire gets out of control, don't wait to call 911—fires can spread
quickly! 

For more info:http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/burninglaws

S.O.F.A.
THE SCHEDULE FOR   2017

November 9            Open Mic Night
December 14          Annual Meeting and Celebration.

The Firewood Poem
"Beechwood fires are bright and clear, If the logs are kept a year,

Chestnut's only good they say, If for logs 'tis laid away.
Make a fire of Elder tree, Death within your house will be;

But ash new or ash old, Is fit for a queen with crown of gold"
"Birch and fir logs burn too fast, Blaze up bright and do not last,

it is by the Irish said, Hawthorn bakes the sweetest bread.
Elm wood burns like churchyard mould, E'en the very flames are cold

But ash green or ash brown, Is fit for a queen with golden crown."
Poplar gives a bitter smoke, Fills your eyes and makes you choke,

Apple wood will scent your room, Pear wood smells like flowers in bloom
Oaken logs, if dry and old, keep away the winter's cold

But ash wet or ash dry, a king shall warm his slippers by."
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SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe 

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM

Wayne: “I brought some jumbo hot dogs!”
Tim: “Good idea, the weather hasn't been so great so “KISS” it is!”
Wayne: “Kiss what?  The hot dogs??”
Tim: “No! Keep It Simple Stupid.”
Wayne: “So now ur callin me stupid??”
Tim: “Haven't you ever heard of that saying? Just means to keep things simple.”  
Wayne: “Oh.......yeah that's what we want to do.”
Tim:  “I'll make some sauce for our dogs, and we'll have chips and soda pop.”
Wayne: “Sounds great! Can I have two?”
Tim: “They're ur dogs....you can have as many as you want!”
Wayne: “Let's pick a better day next time, I'd like to fix something a little more filling!”
Tim: “OK.....kinda feels like we're not really “cookin out” when we're roastin hot dogs.”
Wayne: “Jumbo Dogs, mind ya!”
Tim: “Yeah, I've never roasted a “Jumbo Dog”, so that will qualify as something different!”           
Wayne: “Let's eat! Can I ring the dinner bell?”
Tim: “Sure Wayne....go fer it!”

Wonderful Chocolate Cake Frosting
1 stick butter (not margarine)
1 cup packed brown sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup milk
2 1/2 cups confectioners sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

Melt butter in a large saucepan. Blend in brown sugar and salt. Cook over low heat, stirring
constantly, 2 minutes or until sugar is completely dissolved. Add milk. Continue to stir until mixture comes to a boil. Remove 
from heat. Gradually blend in confectioners sugar. Add vanilla and mix well. Thin with additional milk or add more 
confectioners sugar until frosting is desired consistency. 

Private Forest Landowners
• Private forest landowners plant more than 4 million trees per day or more than 2.5 billion trees per year .
• 56% of forests nationwide are privately owned by family forest owners and companies.
• 87% of forests in the Southern U.S. are privately owned-68% of those acres are owned by small family 

landowners.
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Tell me, I'll forget
Show me, I may remember
Involve me, I'll understand

The Magic Bank Account

Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a contest: Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 in your private account for      
your use. However, this prize has rules:

                                                                                               The set of rules:

1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you.
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account.
3. You may only spend it.
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for that day.
5. The bank can end the game without warning.  At any time, it can say, “Game Over!". It can close the account and you will not receive a new 
one.

                                                                                   What would you personally do?

You would buy anything and everything you wanted, right? Not only for yourself, but for all the people you love and care for. Even for people 
you don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend it all on yourself, right?
                 You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be replenished in the morning, right?
                                                                     ACTUALLY, this GAME is REAL ...Shocked??? YES!

                                                    Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see it.
                                                                                           The PRIZE is *TIME*.
                                                        Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 seconds as a gift of life.
                                            And when we go to sleep that night, any remaining time is NOT credited to us.
                                                                What we haven't used up that day is forever lost.
                                                                                 Yesterday is forever gone.
                     Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can close your account at any time WITHOUT WARNING.
                                                          SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?
                                  Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars.
              Think about it and remember to enjoy every second of your life, because time races by so much quicker than you think.
                                                        So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply, and enjoy life!

                                      Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day. Start “spending” ... and, Have Fun! 

                                                           AN OLD WOMAN WALKED UP AND TIED HER OLD MULE TO THE HITCHING POST.
   AS SHE STOOD THERE, BRUSHING SOME OF THE DUST FROM HER FACE AND CLOTHES, A YOUNG GUNSLINGER STEPPED OUT OF THE SALOON WITH A 
GUN IN ONE HAND AND A BOTTLE OF WHISKEY IN THE OTHER. THE YOUNG GUNSLINGER LOOKED AT THE OLD WOMAN AND LAUGHED, "HEY OLD 
WOMAN, HAVE YOU EVER DANCED?"
   THE OLD WOMAN LOOKED UP AT THE GUNSLINGER AND SAID, "NO,... I NEVER DID DANCE... NEVER REALLY WANTED TO."
   A CROWD HAD GATHERED AS THE GUNSLINGER GRINNED AND SAID "WELL, YOU OLD BAG, YOU'RE GONNA DANCE NOW," AND STARTED SHOOTING AT 
THE OLD WOMAN'S FEET.
   THE OLD WOMAN PROSPECTOR -- NOT WANTING TO GET HER TOE BLOWN OFF --STARTED HOPPING AROUND. EVERYBODY WAS LAUGHING. WHEN HIS 
LAST BULLET HAD BEEN FIRED, THE YOUNG GUNSLINGER, STILL LAUGHING, HOLSTERED HIS GUN AND TURNED AROUND TO GO BACK INTO THE SALOON.
   THE OLD WOMAN TURNED TO HER PACK MULE, PULLED OUT A DOUBLE-BARRELED SHOTGUN, AND COCKED BOTH HAMMERS.
   THE LOUD CLICKS CARRIED CLEARLY THROUGH THE DESERT AIR, AND THE CROWD STOPPED LAUGHING IMMEDIATELY.
   THE YOUNG GUNSLINGER HEARD THE SOUNDS, TOO, AND HE TURNED AROUND VERY SLOWLY. THE SILENCE WAS ALMOST DEAFENING. THE CROWD 
WATCHED AS THE YOUNG GUNMAN STARED AT THE OLD WOMAN AND THE LARGE GAPING HOLES OF THOSE TWIN BARRELS.
   THE BARRELS OF THE SHOTGUN NEVER WAVERED IN THE OLD WOMAN'S HANDS, AS SHE QUIETLY SAID, "SON, HAVE YOU EVER KISSED A MULE'S BUTT?"
   THE GUNSLINGER SWALLOWED HARD AND SAID, "NO M'AM... BUT I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO.
                                                                                        THERE ARE FIVE LESSONS HERE FOR ALL OF US:
1 - Never be arrogant.       2 - Don't waste ammunition.         3 - Whiskey makes you think you're smarter than you are.       4 - Always make sure you know who has the power.
                                                                                   5 - Don't mess with old people; they didn't get old by being stupid.

The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar
tube and

 a chocolate bar melted in his pocket.



Publications available to borrow from Wayne Oney. e-mail : oneyw@yahoo.com
*Timber Management Field Book - a flip sheet of tables, formulas and graphs
*Herbicide Application Methods of Managing Appalachian Hardwood Forests
*Crop Tree Field Guide - Selecting and Managing Crop Trees in Appalachia
*Crop Tree Management - Quick Reference
*Crop Tree Management in Eastern Hardwoods
*A procedure for Selection Marking in Hardwoods
*Woodlot Management:  Helping it Grow
*Management of Young and Intermediate Stands of Upland Hardwoods
*Managing Sustainable Forests in Kentucky  University of Kentucky Publication
*Tree Planting Recommendations in Relation to Soil Conditions and Special Considerations
*Timber Management Guide for Upland Central Hardwoods
*Regenerating Oaks in the Central States
*Preferred Forest Cutting Practices and Recommendations For Foresters for Northern Ohio Forest Types
*Recommended Management Practices for Forest Land in Southeast Ohio
*Even-Aged Silviculture for Upland Central Hardwoods - Ag. Handbook 355  this was used by the Division of Forestry in Ohio to 
manage the State Forests
*Guidelines for Applying Group Selection Harvesting
*a Twenty year Plan for Establishing a More Adequate System of State Forests and Parks in Ohio -1945
*BMP's for Erosion Control for Logging Practices in Ohio
*Crop Tree Management: A new tool to help you achieve your woodland goals
*Nut tree Propagation USDA issued in 1926
*Controlling Undesirable Trees, Shrubs and vines in your Woodland
*Group Selection- problems and possibilities for the more shade-interact species
*Long term effects of single prescribed fires on hardwood regeneration in oaks
*Fire History and the establishment of oaks and maples in second-growth forests
*The "Let-It-Grow" Treatment for Timber
*Financial Maturity: A guide to increasing Financial return from your woodland
*Making log cabins endure USDA 1960
*Leaf Identification Key to 88 Ohio Trees

                                        2017 A DAY in the WOODS- TENTATIVE Schedule
November 17th – Winter Tree & Shrub Identification; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 
Registration fee $10.
November 17th  -Evening BONUS – Stargazing; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 7 PM to 10 PM; No Registration 
Fee.
                                 For reservations contact Dave Apsley @ apsley.1@osu.edu

Object 1

This the last newsletter that will publish Wayne's library. He will still have items if you are interested.

Now there's a new tool for fighting alien invasions.
Your smart phone.

   Ohio State University Extension has released a new app for spotting and tracking invasive species -- non-native organisms such as 
Asian carps, purple loosestrife and Asian longhorned beetle -- to try to keep them from setting up beachheads and hurting the economy 
and environment.
   By using the free Great Lakes Early Detection Network app, a person can take pictures of suspected invasive species -- whether of 
farm, woods or water -- and upload the pictures and locations for verification.
   Based on this early warning, scientists can send out alerts, map the spread and figure out a battle plan.
   The network covers the states of Ohio, New York, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Pennsylvania.
   Aliens in the region already include cheatgrass, Chinaberry, round goby, garlic-mustard, tree-of-heaven, purple loosestrife, spiny water 
flea, emerald ash borer, hemlock woolly adelgid, Eurasian water milfoil, and zebra and quagga mussels, to name a few. The network 
tracks them all and more.

Follow the network's blog at http://gledn.wordpress.com/.
Writer(s):

Kurt Knebusch
knebusch.1@osu.edu
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     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

November 9    
Open Mic Night / Wildlife Photo Contest

Everyone will get to participate in the judging of the photo entries, and the
mic will be open to anyone who wants to share an experience or information

about their land.
Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm

Brief meeting then the activities beginning at 7:00 pm
OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)


